At Speedweek 2008, T was hired as an
Associate Producer at Big Fish Entertain-
ment to help develop a one-hour special
on land speed racing. Initially, I was very
enthused, having worked with this pro-
duction company that produced two high
caliber LSR specials for National Geo-
graphic in 2006.

When Big Fish sold Discovery Chan-
nel on another LSR show and secured a
very respectable budget, I was asked to
put together the racer list that focused on
young people.

OK, pipe down; I can hear you laugh-
ing out loud even now. Yes, the sport is
overwhelmed with folks over 50, but
there are also plenty of youthful person-
alities. Naturally, the requested list would
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Trouble In Television Land

hours of footage had been shot. I offered
to help edit back in the Washington, D.C.
studios, but my input ended once the raw
footage was shot.

I waited, like all of you, to see what
Discovery would demand of Big Fish in
the final cut. Sitting in our hearth room,
my husband, Mick, and I tuned in to
watch the prime time show with great
anticipation.

By the end of the show, “Bonneville:
The Speed Capital of the World,” I was
mentally paralyzed trying to make sense
of the story line. Like an arrow well shot,
but awkwardly aimed, the story missed
the mark.

The three teams spotlighted certainly
enjoyed the limelight, but I observed the
sport “took it on the chin”
too many times and left
viewers with a distorted
experience of its true spirit.

I had asked about 300
people to watch the show
and provide unvarnished
feedback. Those who were
not directly involved with
motorsports loved the show
and raved about wanting
more. However, for those in
the sport, most were disap-
pointed and some were
absolutely furious.

I agreed with aspects on
both sides. The camera work
was brilliant, but the editing
was crammed full of “design-
er quick cuts” and many
people were annoyed with
the constant summarization,
like “embedded teasers” after
each commercial break.

If folks miss part of the
show, let ‘em tune in to
watch it again, or buy the
DVD, not use ultra-valuable
air time to show us what
they have already shown us.

ignore most of the sport’s leaders, but the
director made the final call about which

teams the show would follow at the
Bonneville Salt Flats.

On the salt, working with a crew of
nearly 20 very talented people, my job
shifted to sorting out the production crew
requests with the SCTA/BNI officials
that included balancing the desire to get
good shots with maintaining safety and
practical oversight. Each night, I lay down
mentally, emotionally and physically
exhausted.

When the week was done, close to 100
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I blew a head gasket when
I counted Gail Phillips’
streamliner crash had been looped/shown
ten times. What the hell were the editors
thinking? With all the great footage in
the can why had they stooped to such
sensationalism? I knew these folks were
better than this.

I was grateful the show handled Gail’s
tumble all the way through, giving her
on-camera time after she got back from
being checked out at hospital -- once
again proving the inestimable value of the
SCTA/BNI safety rules and racing regu-
lations. But showing the crash 10 times?

Although saddened by my first adven-

ture into producing (and maybe my last
after this column is published) I know
there is a better story in all the hours and
hours of footage that simply did not get
told.

Racer Mark Bracewell must have read
my thoughts and weighed saying, “I'm
glad the show was done but I am person-
ally quite sick of the ‘MTV editing
mentality’ that has taken over seemingly
every docu-drama type of production.

There is no reason on the face
of the video earth to have a shot only on
the screen for a tenth-of-a-second. This
rapid-fire visual, contrary to the young
technical folks ideas, does not impart
excitement to the production it imparts
stupidity. If you are going to do a docu-
mentary then do one, not a damn music
video.”

I firmly believe what transpires out on
the salt (and in the shops and on the road)
is a cracking good story enough, one that
does not require embellishment.

Dr. Greg Meyers, a holder of two
Bonneville records with his Studebaker
Coupe believes Discovery should pony up
for a re-edit. His comments mirror what
many LSR folks told me.

“I watched with my wife, who has never
been out to the salt with me, but has been
very supportive found the show alarming.

It did not promote the image that I
believe any salt racers would want their
families or friends to see. Images of crash-
es over and over does only one thing...,
sells soap to idiots.

SCTA works very hard to promote
safety, and it would have been very appro-
priate to discuss WHY Gail Phillips came
out unscathed.

The three featured teams are about as
far from the typical salt-racers as one
could get. We raced our car and set two
records on a total of about $15,000 over
four years, and that includes the cost of
the car. The common racer doesn’t spend
$400,000 on a car or $35,000 on a bike.

The lesson is to not expect too much
from the big networks and it’s too bad
that all those hours of footage couldn’t be
used by an independent to create a mean-
ingful show.

If you have someone at the Discovery
channel with a sympathetic ear, you might
forward our collective feelings on this
show. It has sent a ripple thru a number
of different groups with whom I regularly
correspond.”

Diversity is the golden rule with land
speed racing, there is something for every
level of racer, in the classes at the Bonn-
eville Salt Flats one discovers the
American Wild West is alive and thunder-

ing under the hoods and in the frames of
a dazzling array of handcrafted speed
machinery not seen on such a scale any-
where else in the world.

So I was just as puzzled as Dr. Meyers
why the editors deviated from Discovery’s
youthful storyline to make such a fuss
over senior citizen George Poteet and his
Blowfish.

Understand that I truly admire and
applaud what George has brought to the
sport, especially with partner Ron Main,
first with Ecofire and now Speed Demon,
but these two are NOT your typical land
speed racers. On all levels they are the
exception, not the rule.

Most every land speed racer comes to
the sport with only modest means, plenty
of help from friends and an almost
unquenchable desire to confront the myr-
iad of challenges thrown down in the path
for speed

“I felt let down after viewing,” said
SCTA Champion Dave Brant, builder
and co-owner of the BWS streamliner,
“What I viewed was “big buck” racing
and far too many reviews of crashing and
drama. There was obviously a lot of effort
put in to this piece and it is too bad the
editing was not up to the task. I was
expecting to view an hour of what Bonn-
eville is...competition, friendship, personal
achievement, helping a fellow racer.”

Complaints also came in on the mis-
leading voice track about Ohio State
University’s hydrogen-powered Buckeye
Bullet that said the team was banned from
the pits because it was too dangerous to
run.

This illustrates perfectly why I wanted
in on the post production editing. Non-
sense like this would have been cut. First
off, the SCTA/BNI does not allow unsafe
vehicles to run. Second, the Buckeye Bul-
let had passed all its technical inspections.

Third, the team chose to pit further
away from other racers because they
needed five times the normal space and
didn’t want to be seen as acreage hogs.

Finally, the University of Ohio-spon-
sored engineering project has faculty
oversight, so advancing any nuance about
the car being unsafe and dangerous is like
saying the school is run by a bunch of
fools or slackers. Neither has any trac-
tion.

Some felt the focus was too tight, that
only following three teams did not show-
case the sport properly. Here I am on the
other side of the fence, Big Fish Enter-
tainment witnessed the action on the salt
and should be able to tell the story as they
saw it, but they also had to deliver to Dis-
covery a show that pleased the network
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