
Nearly two decades have elapsed 
since a few land speed racers, most mem-
bers of the Gold Coast Roadster and 
Racing Club (GCR&RC), got the idea to 
throw a party where they would honor 
those whom they believed had made a 
difference in hot rodding.

By December of 1992 Tony Capanna 
and Tom Spaulding, both racers who have 
a long history in dry lakes racing, were so 
honored and would later be inducted into 
what would soon become known as the 
“Dry Lakes Racing Hall of Fame”.

Rather remarkable when you consid-
er the club itself had only been chartered 
by the Southern California Timing Asso-
ciation (SCTA) a few months earlier – the 
first new SCTA club in 20 years. The 
party was as much a celebration given by 
central California coast racers about their 
new club as it was to pay homage to old 
racing greats.

Of Capanna (often misspelled as 
“Capana”), land speed racer and former 
Chief Bonneville Timer Glen Barrett 
once remarked, “Tony was always fair and 
helpful to all racers.”

Spaulding, together with his brother 
Bill, owned a popular speed shop and 
whose ignitions were extremely popular 
among the lakes racers, were themselves 
pioneer racers who fabricated one of the 
first streamliner-style land speed cars.

The following year, in 1993, the 
event became known as the “Gas Up” and 
was now staged in the picturesque Santa 
Ynez Valley at Jack Mendenhall’s 
Buellton, California Petroleum Museum, 
attended by all the club members and 
their friends.

A “Buellton-style” BBQ fed the 
guests, many of whom wore specially 
designed t-shirts heralding the full day 
event with plenty of time to visit with the 
personalities, friends and competitors 
that make up Land Speed Racing.

Loaded with bench racing, reac-
quainting with old pals and making new 
friends, more than 300 people watched as 
Tim Rochlitzer, Bob Joehnck and Al 
Teague were honored along with the 
Mendenhall/Vanderley #234 roadster, a 
200MPH Bonneville racer.

It was clear to GCR&RC that the 
event needed to be an annual party. Plans 
were made, standards adopted and proce-
dures developed giving rise to the Dry 
Lakes Hall of Fame. The club hoped the 
work of a select committee would form a 
backbone of credibility that would ensure 
respect for all future inductees.

Alan Fogiadini, a member of the 
GCR&RC since the early ‘90s who was 
inducted in the Hall of Fame this year, 
recalled the club’s thought-process as the 

party and honors grew, “We recognized 
that in order to bring validity and worth 
to the process that the nominations and 
voting needed to extend beyond just our 
club members. That is why we gave a 
vote to every car club in the SCTA, one 
to the sanctioning body and one vote to 
each inducted member.”

More than 500 showed up in 1994 
for the 2nd “Gas Up” where Vic Edel-
brock, Sr., Bob Higbee, Bob Rufi, Ed 
Iskenderian, the Pierson Brothers Coupe 
and Art Chrisman’s #25 lakester were 
inducted into the Dry Lakes Racing Hall 
of Fame.

By 1995, the  c lub chairman 
announced that a committee responsible 
for the nomination, voting and induction 
ceremony had agreed that a racecar was a 
reflection of the dreams and sprits of the 
builders and therefore, they too, should 
be honored. It was decided that, when 
appropriate, the builders/owners should 
also be inducted as well.

In 1998, all 50 inducted members 
received the specially designed Dry Lakes 
Racing Hall of Fame ring that depicted a 
perspective lakes course vanishing into a 
mountain range with three diamonds 
evenly spaced across the sky. The Hall of 
Fame name was artfully carved into each 
side accented by black enameling. The 
rings were paid for by sponsorships from 
the inductee’s family and friends.

Today, there are 264 individual 
members and 47 race vehicles, an eclectic 
mix of cars, trucks and motorcycles – all 
with great tales connected to them, their 
builders, drivers, owners and teams.

Long time club member and early 
HOF honoree Tim Rochlitzer pointed 
out the thoughtful efforts of hot rodders 
and racers years ago made a significant 
difference in how the sport is viewed, “It 
was something that needed to be done for 
our special kind of racing, to recognize 
the achievements made by the pioneers 
and others who excelled in the sport of 
land speed racing.”

Indeed. This was the same thinking 
that gave rise to the Bonneville 200MPH 
Club more than a half century ago and 
spawned other “2 Clubs” including
El Mirage, Muroc and the ECTA among 
them.

By 2010 it was clear the event’s 
recent low attendance numbers were 
directly linked to an uptick in the number 
of racing events held at the Bonneville 
Salt Flats – hot rodders were racing, not 
partying!

The Gold Coast club chose to shift 
the annual September grand affair from 
the fall to the spring, skipping the 2010 
nominations and voting until 2011. The 

Dry Lakes Racing Hall of Fame
change saw more than 400 people attend 
the weather-perfect April 30th shindig at 
the marvelous Mendenhall Museum of 
Gasoline Pumps (www.mendenhallmuse-
um.com) enjoying the many historic 
racecars and rods on display.

Inductees were Ed Adams, Gene 
Burkland, Jack Calori, Harry Hoffman, 
Sr., Alan Fogliadini, Joyce Jensen, Ed 
Safarik, Judy Sights, Chuck Small, Art 
Tilton and Larry Volk with JAZ Products 
as Manufacturer of the Year. The honored 
vehicles on display all day with their 
teams and owners were the B & N Road-
ster, Ferguson Streamliner and the 
world’s fastest 2-wheeler, the Ack Attack 
Motorcycle Streamliner.

For the past decade, generous adver-
tisers have allowed the club to produce a 
Gas-Up event program that includes a 
one-page biography and a full page of 
photos for each inductee and vehicle. 
This not only explains why the person 
and/or vehicle were voted in, but also 
provides a historical snapshot into the 
sport. The cover is a full-color reproduc-
tion of original t-shirt art produced by 
Cruisin’ Ts that actually prints shirts at 
the event!

Take a look at the complete list of 
names and speed machines, published, I 
believe, for the first time altogether. 
Some names will be obvious standouts, 
others you may not recognize, but all 
have made enduring contributions in sup-
port of straightaway speed. The names in 
italics denote those members who have 
made their final speed runs. 

It is hoped to someday create a web-
site where every inductee biography, 
photos, and information can be listed for 
worldwide access by land speed racing 
fans.

Continued on page 204

Chuck Abbot
Ed Adams       
Multy Aldrich
Don Alderson
Keith Allen
Art Arfons 
Joaquin Arnett
Nick Arias, Jr.
Bill Baldwin 
Gale Banks 
Glen Barrett
Gray Baskerville
Dean Batchelor 
Steve Batchelor
Tom Beatty
Ron Benham
Ernie Bennett
George Bentley
Keith Black
Noel Black 
Don Blair
Mark Brazeau
Craig Breedlove 

Vance Breese
Bob Brissette
Ray Brock
Racer Brown
Tom Bryant
Warren Bullis
Larry Burford
Bill Burke
Gene Burkland
Clark Cagle
Gary Cagle
George Callaway
Dave Campos
Tony Capanna
Jack Calori       
Fred Carrillo
Don Carr
Lee Chapell
Mel Chastain
Art Chrisman
Don Clark
Ron Cohn
Doug Cook

Mike Cook
Penny Cook 
Frank Coon
Wes Cooper
Jack Costella
Roy Creel
J. Otto Crocker
Bruce Crower
Jim Culbert
Don Cummins
Dennis Dalton 
Fred Dannenfelzer
Pete Dean
Glen Deeds
Mark Dees
Jim Deist
Ed Donovan
Julian Doty
Jim Dunn
Vic Edelbrock,Jr
Vic Edelbrock, Sr
Bill Edwards
Chavin Emmons
Kent Enderle
Quin Epperly
Earl Evans
Tom Evans
Russ Eyres
Don Ferguson, Sr
Don Ferguson, Jr
Don Ferguson III
Jim Feuling
George Fields
Alan Fogliadini          
Don Francisco
Glenn Freudenberger
Phil Freudiger
Ted Frye
Gary Gabelich
Bruce Geisler
Elmo Gillette
Rick Gold
Andy Granatelli
Bud Greenleaf
Emil Grisotti
Scott Guthrie
Seth Hammond
Tanis Hammond
Kenny Harman
Duke Hallock
Ernie Hashim
Meb Healy
Carl Heap
Bob Hedman
Chet Herbert
Bob Herda
Bob Higbee
Stu Hilborn
Harry Hoffman, Sr.
Wes Hutchens
Ermie Immerso
Ed Iskenderian
Kong Jackson
Wendy Jeffries
Ab Jenkins
Jim Jensen
Joyce Jensen
Bob Joehnck
Harold Johansen
Howard Johansen
Bruce Johnston

Chico Kadama
Barry Kaplan
Bob Kehoe
Lee Kennedy
Bill Kenz
Jerry Kugel
Eddie Kuzma
Fred Larsen
Jim Lattin 
Joe Law
Les Leggitt
Burke LeSage
Roy Leslie
Jim Lindsley
Larry Lindsley
Phyllis Lindsley
Fred Lobello
Jack Lufkin
Ed Mabry
Dave Macdonald
Ron Main
Mike Manghelli
Denis Manning
Bob Markley
Charlie Markley
Verlin Marshall
Ernie McAfee
Allen McAlister
Moose McCaulley
Cec McCray
Bob McGrath
Duane McKinney 
Tom Medley
Bobby Meeks
Bruce Meyer
Jack Mendenhall
Eddie “Bud” Meyer
Ak Miller
Eddie Miller, Jr.
Jim Miller
Moe Mills
Dean Moon
Gene Mooneyham
Johnny Moore
Joe Mondello
Don Montgomery
Bob Morton
Burt Munro
Paula Murphy
Barney Navarro
Leroy Neumayer
Mike Nish
Terry Nish
Louise Ann Noeth
Bob Noice
Gene Ohly
Carl Orr
Veda Orr
Romeo Palamides
Wally Parks
Bert Peterson
Gail Phillips
Bob Pierson
Dick Pierson
Joe Pisano
Lionel Pitts
Chuck Potvin
Levan Prothero
Cal Rayborn II
Roy Richter
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Eric Rickman
Doug Robinson
Tim Rochlitzer
Bob Rufi
Otto Ryssman
Ken Ruble
Nick Sadd
Ed Safarik
Chuck Salmen
Paul Schiefer
Charles Scott
Gene Scott
Walt Scott
Tom Senter
Cris Shearer
Ed Shearer
Louis Senter
Greg Sharp
Judy Sights
Chuck Small        
Clay Smith
Tex Smith
Gus Sommerfeld
Tom Spalding
Chuck Spurgin
Mike Stewart
Clyde Sturdy
Bob Summers
Bobby Sykes, Jr.
Bill Taylor
Al Teague
Clem Tebow
Bill Temple
John Thawley, Jr.
Al Thayer
Richard Thomason
Mickey Thompson 

Neil Thompson
Art Tilton
Steve Toller
J. D. Tone
Ed Tradup
Jim Travis
Marlo Treit
Roscoe Turner
Jack Underwood
Paul Vanderley
Dennis Varni
Eric Vaughn 
Don Vesco
John Vesco
Rick Vesco
Larry Volk
Ken Walkey
Dan Warner
Mike Waters 
Robert Webb
Phil Weiand
Mary West
Sam Wheeler
Rick White
Nolan White
Dick Williams
Matt Williams
Dana Wilson
Bozzy Willis
Ed Winfield
Monte Wolfe
Earl Wooden
Ted Worbieff
Alex Xydias
Don Zig
Wade Zimmerman

3-speed, with floor shifter attached laying 
there. I asked about that since the ‘57 
‘had’ a four-speed in it and it’d be easier 
to put a 3-speed in than an automatic. I 
asked what he knew about it...he said it 
was “good when I took it out” but it 
didn’t shift real easy... “You’ll have to use 
a hammer some times...” “Huh?”

“Yeah,  just pull the shifter into low 
before you start it, you don’t even need a 
clutch. Here, I’ll show you...” He raised a 
ten pound hammer above the shifter like 
it was in low and pounded on it to get it 
to shift it into second...and pounded on 
it...and pounded on it...it made a strange 
sound...sounded like a someone banging 
on my front door...

It was someone pounding on my front 
door! I sat up in bed, rubbed my eyes and 
tried to calm my shakes. I yelled at who-
ever to “hold on a minute” while I pulled 
on some clothes. It was my pal, Mike, and 
it was 7 AM. He’d stopped by to pick up 
some T-shirt artwork I told him I’d fin-
ished.

Mike left as quickly as he’d arrived, 
musta been my breath. I wrote this dream 

down in the few minutes after he left 
while drinking my morning coffee. I 
thought about the whole dream most of 
the day, and Dan sure laughed when I 
told him about it that evening. He said, 
“Quit eating pizza, pineapple-orange 
juice and cashews before bed!”

Isn’t it strange how our minds work? I 
have no idea why I had a dream like this, 
something triggered it, but I’ve NEVER 
gone to a Goodguys event where my car 
was accused of being too low. 

All I can say at this point is: Beware, 
your dreams may come true. 

At least, that’s how I remember it.

JOURNEY BACK TO THE 1960’s !  
Roger’s first two books: Bangin’ Gears & 
Bustin’ Heads and Fast Cars, 4-speeds & 
Fist-fights  tell tales of car craziness like 
“rat-racing” on gravel roads, illegal drags 
on state highways, high school fist-fights 
and racing with trains. Recollections Regrets 
& Random Acts tells the youthful stories of 
eleven well known men in the hot rod 
world. The latest: Accidents & Incidents,
is rod-running stories. To order each or
a package deal on al l  four, visit
www.RAJetter.com.

1993
Mendenhall-Vanderley Roadster 

1994
Art Chrisman’s Coupe
Pierson Brothers’ Coupe

1995
Larsen-Cummins Streamliner  
So-Cal Special Lakester

1996 
Don Vesco’s Motorcycle Streamliner  
Vesco Family Streamliner 

1997 
Markley Brothers Lakester
Chuck Salmen’s Sum Fun Roadster 

1998 
Bruce Geisler’s Studebaker
Mike Cook’s Thunderbird
Earl Wooden’s Crosley

1999 
Kenz and Leslie #777 Streamliner
Seth Hammond #77 Lakester

2000 
Verlin Marshall’s Crosley Coupe
Nolan & Rick White’s Streamliner    
Sam Wheeler’s EZ Hook Motorcycle Streamliner

2001 
Carr & Kaplan Lakester
BMR Coupe
Burt Munro’s Indian Motorcycle 

2002 
Tom Beatty’s Belly Tank
Carl Heap’s Phoenix Diesel Semi
Dave Campos/Easyriders Motorcycle Stream-
liner

2003
The Redhead Streamliner
McKinney & Kehoe Sundowner Corvette
Eric Vaughn’s Indian Motorcycle

2004
Fred Lobello’s Ladybug Lakester
George Fields’ Competition Coupe
Ed Mabry’s Big D Cycle

2005
Sadd-Teague-Bentley Roadster
Phil Freudiger Modified Roadster
Bud Greenleaf’s Harley Davidson

2006
Roy Creel 1934 Ford Coupe
Lindsley-Leggitt Pontiac Firebird Coupe
Tom Evans Motorcycle

2007
Larry Burford’s Roadster
Ron Main’s Flatfire Streamliner
Denis Manning’s “Seven” Motorcycle Stream-
liner

2008
Glenn Deed’s 4WD Roadster
Danny Boy Streamliner
Vance Breese’s Harley-Davidson Sportster 
Motorcycle

2009
Mickey Thompson’s Attempt Streamliner
Walsh Walsh Cusack 333 Roadster
Scott Guthrie’s Yamaha “Stretch” Motorcycle

2011
B & N Roadster
Ferguson Streamliner
Ack Attack Motorcycle Streamliner

game, every practice, Pittsburgh Steelers 
head Coach Bill Cowher drives straight 
home to his wife, Kaye, and their three 
daughters.  He doesn’t do ads for car, or 
frozen yogurt.  He exists inside his two 
passions, family and football, exclusive of 
everything else. Cowher is so focused that 
one afternoon he was seated next to a 
woman at a civic luncheon and he politely 
asked her, ‘What is it that you do?’  The 
woman responded, ‘I’m the mayor of 
Pittsburgh’.” Granted, it’s a good idea to 
know who your mayor is, but Cowher 
demonstrated one essential truth, and 
that was that a person cannot focus on 
everything, and must let some things go 
by the wayside. The more we focus on 
the right things in life, the less we focus 
on the unimportant things of this world.  

Now here’s a question! “What Fills 
Up Your Windshield?”     

Are you interested in either sending your 
son/grandson, age 16–19 to a CRA Hot 
Rod Camp in ‘11 or ‘12?  Perhaps you 
would consider sponsoring a young guy? 
Call CRA for more info: CRA, PO Box 
2029, West Branson, MO 65737; 417-
338-8537; cra@integrity.com.

spotlights and striping, but it was a com-
mon practice to make a car different after 
it had been shown a few times. What 
convinced me that the car in the maga-
zine was not the car in the photo was the 
rear window; the car had a 1949 three-
piece rear window, and I cannot believe 
that any customizer would go backward!

Finally I looked through the pro-
grams from the first two Portland 
Roadster Shows, shows in which I dis-
played a car. In the first show there was 
only one 1950 Merc coupe, the one 
owned by Ken Hall. In the second show, 
in 1957, there were five 1949-50 Mercury 
coupes. The only entry in the semi-cus-
tom coupe and sedan class was a ’50 Merc 
owned by Roger Cunningham. He had 
sold his super-low ’50 Ford convertible to 
his friend Don Telen (who had sold his 
chopped ’40 Merc coupe to an unknown 
party) and now owned this custom coupe 
that “cleared the ground by one inch”. It 
was gold and featured a Corvette grille, 
Buick side trim, ’54 Chevy taillights and 
black and gold rolled and pleated interior. 
From the program description, I’m cer-
tain this was the ex-Jim Livingston car. It 
was not chopped, nor was the second car 
in this class, a ’50 Merc coupe owned by 
Jerry Harris of Tacoma, Washington.

There were three Mercs entered in 
the full custom coupe and sedan class, 
and two were from Washington. One was 
the ’49 Merc that I found in the Rod & 
Custom feature, now called “The Saha-
ra”. Another was a ’49 Merc entered by 
Chuck Trasen of Tacoma, and it was a 
magazine car; it may have been built in 
California. It was lime-gold, chopped, 
and featured a 1953 Cadillac roof, which 
meant it was made into a hardtop con-
vertible; it had extended rear fenders with 
’56 Lincoln taillights, and a ’53 Olds 
engine and transmission.

When I read the third entry in the 
full custom coupe class I knew I was on to 
something. It was a ’50 Merc coupe 
owned by Glen McGinnis of Portland, 
who was a member of the Kustoms. It 
“features a chopped top, door posts 
removed making a hard top”. It went on 
to say that it had “’56 Chrysler grille bars 
and scoops in the skirts. Paint is Orchid 
Mist, with an all white interior”. I am 
convinced this was the Forrester Merc in 
the photograph. I still do not know who 
chopped the top or did the bodywork or 
who painted it or who did the interior. 
But if I had not had that show program I 
would not have been able to bring an end 
to this story. Nor do I know how so many 
people who must have seen the car did 
not remember it, myself included. What I 
learned from this extensive research it hat 
our collective memory is disappearing as 
quickly as the guys from the old days.

Portland Pictorial: The 1950s. 260 
b/w photos of rods and customs. Paper-
back, 128 pages. $24 postpaid. Al Drake, 
P.O. Box 66874, Portland, OR 97290-
6874
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