From The Demonized To Humanized, The Turnaround With The FIA and
Land Speed Racing Continues
“Don’t let the noise of others’ opinions drown out your own inner voice.
And most important, have the courage to
follow your heart and intuition.” – Steve
Jobs
I never met Steve Jobs, don’t own
any of his techno gadgets, am only vaguely aware of his remarkable business
acumen and yet in those few words
above. I understand the guy. And I am
sure Mike Cook does as well.
Back in 2002 the communication
link between the American land speed
racing community and the FIA Land
Speed Records Commissions so constipated that a “racer rage” percolated up

with the battle cry, “who needs ‘em?”
Record certifications took years, phone
calls were rarely returned and official FIA
observers would show up at very expensive record attempts without current
record listings, and clueless as how to
obtain one.
Mike Cook was so beaten down back
then that he handed me his FIA files
together with a half-hearted “good luck”
– a feeling echoed most every other land
speed racer I talked with about the predicament. The late Wally Parks, my
treasured “speed oracle” weighed in with
an astounding letter (usually he just telephoned) that stated the FIA was obsolete
and the SCTA was “the uncontested
authority” to conduct and authenticate
world records. It was as bad a situation as
it could get.
“But the road so bravely traveled
ought not be abandoned without a damn
good fight,” I kept thinking. The racer’s
anger was fully justified and yet I held
onto a faint glimmer of hope that would

illuminate a way forward.
Then Nolan White died trying to
get a line in the record books driving the
family “Spirit of Autopower” streamliner.
It flipped a switch that lit up crosshairs in
my head riveted on the FIA. Something
had to change.
Something did. Nick Craw became
president of ACCUS - the representative
organization to the FIA for USA motorsports. As I saw it, land speed racing had
nothing to lose and everything to gain
and I gave Craw, as he put it, “the tongue
lashing of his life” about the abysmal state
of affairs. He promised to fix things but
reminded me that it took years to screw-

a world record attempt or knew what
went into a record attempt. It was important to put a face on the FIA Land Speed
Records Commission besides me and
Nick.”
After their meeting, Craw and Dean
shuttled Sweden’s Bo Swanér, Australia’s
Garry Connelly, Great Britain’s David
Tremayne, America’s Dave Petrali, Jost
Capito (Ford, USA Mfgs),Shinchiro
Yoshizawa (Fuji/Subaru, Asiatic Manufacturers) and FIA staffer Pierre Caporal out
to the salt. All but Petrali and Tremayne
were salt virgins.
The general buzz from the “virgins?”
“They were absolutely blown away,”

up communication and mangle
relationships and he would need time to
properly patch things up.
Fast forward to Sunday, September
18, 2011, when Nick Craw’s unimpeachable credentials both in motorsports and
in governance of international organizations picked up a salty gold star. The
former director of the Peace Corps and
now president of the FIA Senate in addition to his ACCUS duties had made good
on his promise - to me and to the sport.
Craw’s most significant action was to
appoint Dennis Dean president of the
land speed records commission. It was
Dean who secured a direct, one-time
funding approval from FIA President
Jean Todt to bring Commission members
to the salt for its annual meeting and to
personally observe Cook’s LandSpeed
Shootout. “I made the case explaining to
Todt,” Dean told me, “That not only did I
want to rebuild bridges, but that all but
two of the commission members had never been to the Bonneville Salt Flats, seen

Dean revealed, “None of them could stop
talking about salt racing. I never heard
one negative word out of anyone at any
time.”
Dave Petrali added that the commission was thrilled to see George Poteet
run in excess of 400 mph with the Speed
Demon and wanted to come back again,
“Every single one of them were awestruck. I’ve said repeatedly that you have
go there and stand on the salt for yourself, no picture could ever properly
represent the majesty of Bonneville.”
Garry Connelly, also a F1 steward,
was so delighted with his visit that he
remarked, “I get paid to go to Monaco
for the F1 race, but I now think I rather
be at Bonneville.”
From Sweden came Bo Swanér, who
also serves as commission vice president;
his visit yielded similar comments: “To
me it was a fantastic experience to see the
place where the record attempts were
“born.” It is different to nearly everything. I wish everyone interested in land
speed records will get a possibility to visit
the flats.”
Can you say “Salt Fever” in Swedish,
Japanese, Russian, Spanish, German and
French?

Why did it take so long for the commission members to show up at the most
revered record-setting spot on earth? It
comes down to time and money. Each
member is part of the larger National
Sporting Authority (ASN), sent by their
respective home nation that also coughs
up the coin for each to attend. In the
United States we have ACCUS, or Automobile Competition Committee for the
United States responsible for supervising
the conduct of American LSR record
attempts. A meeting in Europe is closer,
more affordable and each must attend the
World Motorsports Council while the
LSR commission is non-mandatory
attendance. The president
Jean Todt of the FIA personally approved funding on a
one-time basis to open the
line of communication with
USA racers.
Hey, Jean, it was money
very well spent. Sweden’s
Swanér noted, “I am looking
forward to see more record
attempts from Bonneville,
now when I have a more “personal” understanding of what
the various participants are
aiming for. It is impossible to
reach results without involvement from dedicated people.”
Tremayne also weighed in telling
me: “It was important that those Commission members who had not
experienced either Bonneville or record
breaking to have this opportunity to see it
‘up-close and personal.’ But equally critical was to put the message across to all
the racers that the FIA Commission is
not only serious about protecting the history and integrity of records - which is as
much to their benefit because when they
break them it means nobody can contest
their veracity - but is also made up of
people with soul, passion for the
sport, and a sense of humor. You and I
both know the story of Don Vesco’s certificates, but I hope it’s clear to one and
all that the FIA has changed. That isn’t
going to happen again.”
The FIA, officially known as the
Fédération Internationale de
l’Automobile, is a not-for-profit federation of the world’s leading motoring
organizations and governing body for
world motor sport founded in 1904 and
has headquarters in Paris and Geneva.
Comprised of 228 clubs from 132 countries representing more than 60 million
motorists worldwide, it is responsible for
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the International Sporting Code through
its World Motorsports Council. Under all
that is the Land Speed Records Commission, which oversees the rules, suggests
strategic direction and approves land
speed record attempts.
The process by which a World
Record becomes ratified begins when a
speed hopeful notifies the FIA of their
record attempt. This activates the ASN to
provide supervision of the attempt and
prepare a post-record report, which will
be reviewed first by FIA Staff before sent
to the LSR commission for review and
approval. If approved, the record is
homologated, added to the World Record
listings and a Record Certificate is issued.
At the Sunday evening cocktail party
hosted by the FIA prior to Cook’s Shootout Commission members were lobbied
intensively by the racers at the about
extending the turnaround time from one
to two hours. “We understand it is a matter of passionate to concern to all the
racers,” Dean assured me, “We also recognize that there is precedent for a
change that began with Campbell needing more time to change tires. We want
to hear from racers on specifics of what
they believe they could accomplish in the
time not currently available to them.
Show us why a car redesign or adding to
the team wouldn’t help make the onehour turn.” Dean also voiced serious
concern about the poor salt conditions,
noting, “It was markedly worse than
when I was here it 2008. The roughness
was disheartening.”
Commission members were totally
impressed with the sophisticated, technical approach and expertise given to the
timing by the Rice brothers. Dean added,
“Problems with timing is a major reason
a record is denied, we believe the Rice
Brothers do a great job in this area.”
At the conclusion of prepared
remarks during the Sunday evening
reception, the FIA’s LSR commission put
tears in one guy’s eye when Nick Craw
presented him with a Certificate of
Achievement.
Mike Cook, whose company, Landspeed Events, annually hosts Cook’s
Landspeed Shootout, was brought up in
front of the assembled crowd, some of the
fastest folks on earth, to take possession
of a framed document that read: “For his
dedicated service to the land speed record
competitors and community in the United States of America. His hard work,
superb planning, exceptional management skills and perseverance in the face
of daunting challenges have been remarkable. These efforts have resulted in an
FIA sanctioned annual land speed record
event on behalf of the Automobile Competition Committee for the United States
that is unmatched anywhere in the
world and stands as a model for others to
follow.”
The concept of allowing each mem-

ber nation to hold an annual world
record event was put in the FIA rulebook
years ago but Cook is the only one in the
world to take advantage of the opportunity. “He has set the model on how we want
such events to run,” said Dean, “It is perfect model and I’d expect nothing else
from Doug Cook’s kid.”
Cook, who one day hopes to run for
a FIA world record, commented on the
unbidden honor: “I run my events like I
was racing, running my own race car,” he
said, “I am just a small part of making the
racer’s dream come true, but that certificate…, what an honor, it called me out as
premier race promoter. To have it on the
same paper, in the same fashion as FIA
world record gave me a sense of pride, it
was validation that we are doing the right
thing.”
After only two salt trips, Dennis
Dean has truly become one of the faithful. Watching the Poteet and Main Speed
Demon run 442 miles per hour he noted
that the car did not sound at all like a piston motor, “It sounded like a low flying
turbine aircraft, there was no automotive
sound to it at all,” he remarked.
Then, with an easy exhale, added,
“Bonneville is a place where you come for
the cars and stay for the people.”

Note: Photojournalist Louise Ann Noeth
is the authoress of the award-winning
book, “Bonneville: The Fastest Place on
Earth,” a complete historical review of
the first 50 years of land speed racing.
After 11 years in print, less than 15 of the
author’s special autographed edition
remain. For more details and to order, go
to: www.landspeedproductions.biz.
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replied, then emptied a sack to show he
was telling the truth. Every evening for
an entire week the same scene repeated
itself until the guard’s curiosity got the
best of him. “I know you,” the guard said.
“Tell me what you’re smuggling out and
I’ll let you go.” The man responded with
these four words. “Wheelbarrows, my
friend, wheelbarrows!” The guard had
been distracted away from what was right
in front of him. Distraction and diversion
is one of the enemy’s most powerful
weapons. In the N.T. book of 2 Tim.
4:10 we read Paul’s words of a man who
had worked alongside of him yet had
become distracted. Paul said, “Demas has
deserted (become diverted) me because
he loves the things of this life and has
gone…” Whatever the diversionary reasoning behind Demas’ desertion, it didn’t
take long before everything he once
enjoyed was gone. Distractions of life will
cause a person to not focus on the important issues of life keeping them from
becoming all that could have been. The
good news is that it’s not too late to
change. SEMA Action Network is seek-

ing an assurance from the BLM to
require mining operation to implement a
permanent salt replenishment program
requiring that salt flats be replenished
with as much or more salt than is
removed by the mining company. The
Salt Flats is much like life itself, and is “A
Race Against Time,” so it’s essential that
we not become distracted from those
things, which are most important.

Are you interested in either sending your
son/grandson, age 16–19 to a CRA Hot
Rod Camp in ’12 or ‘13? Perhaps you
would consider sponsoring a young guy?
Call or write CRA for more info: 417338-8537; CRA, PO Box 2029, Branson
West, MO 65737 cra@integrity.com.
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“cash droughts” hit as he was doing the
bodywork. With nothing but time, he
pushed himself to make each panel that
he touched as nice as he could. He color
sanded and assembled the chassis, and it
was looking impressive with the chromed
bits. A bench racing session with his club
members, Thee Inland Emperors,
brought about talk of making a run for
the AMBR with a homebuilt T, something that hasn’t been accomplished in
many, many years.
With his previous experience as an
ISCA judge, 33-year-old Russ knew it
would come down to details and build
quality. More free time and less cash gave
him the opportunity to spend as much
time as he needed on each piece. One
should look at the backside of the dash,
for example. The panel is fully painted
and the wiring could be displayed on the
exterior of any car. The firewall is double
paneled, keeping the factory stamped
piece facing the engine, and free of any
distractions. In keeping with the “essence
of the T” a tiny battery is hidden in a factory coil box on the passenger side of the
dash. The chromed 1917 switch is a oneyear only piece that now controls the
ignition. Another T piece sourced out of
necessity is the round gas tank in the
trunk that just happened to work with the
deeply kicked up frame rails.
The body and its color are another
organic aspect. Like his green tub, the
body was painted upside down, in his
garage. It was first based in white, and all
of the pin stripes were taped off before
the color was applied. Russ says that he
and club members Jeff Allison and John
Gunsaulis spent more than 28 hours laying out the fine line tape. They striped all
surfaces, mounting the body on the chassis and working the designs to flow
around the rails before removing it and
continuing. They also striped the frame
inside and out.
Plans for the paint included a tristage candy purple that was to be much
darker. To speed up the translucent candy

process purple toner was added to the silver base coat. The T looked so good after
the application of the base, a decision was
made to not apply the darker candy and
simply clear over it.
The light color was accented with
lots of chrome plating and a white engine
block. Russ says that while many people
are amazed at the amount of plating, it
was spread out over a long period of time.
He is on great terms with his plater, and
brought parts each week, chroming what
he could when he could. Tim at Spokane
Metal Finishing has become a good
friend in the process. Russ was able to
trim his own costs by performing much
of the sanding and prep work beforehand.
Russ says that the functioning top is
a step often overlooked by most T builders. His cars will always have them, and
this one was chopped down from one that
had come in a parts lot for his father’s
restored car. They positioned the bows
where they wanted, engineering the look
with a canvas of masking tape to finetune the design. After some head
scratching the top turned out to be for a
different model and required a little slicing and dicing to fit. George Frank gets
the credit for all of the beautiful whiteness that is the upholstery, right down to
the pedal covers. Speaking of which, a
leftover Schroeder steering box puts the
steering out of the cowl and away from
the feet.
The engine and transmission were
smoothed. Russ says the ’39 transmission
is harder than a rock, and was a bear to
get right. The Dave Swenson-built flathead is topped with Cyclone heads and a
Thickstun intake. The oil pan was
smoothed of its seams and a hex head was
fabricated to match the rest of the fasteners. In fact, Russ says that all but seven of
the car’s fasteners match, and most are
constructed with the same thread count
showing. Paying homage to the Emperor’s Chinese food carton hot rod logo, the
car was dubbed the “Take out T.”
Russ and his club brought the car
down to the AMBR, crossing off entering
a car from their bucket list. While they
didn’t take the big trophy home, they created quite a stir and had a ton of fun that
included a giant panda costume. They
scored the Most Outstanding Engine
award, the Jalopy Journal Pick, and the
Triple Gun Award of Excellence. Not bad
for a T-bucket that was literally built in a
two-car home garage on a budget.

CHECK US OUT AT
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